A VIEW  FROM   PENZANCE
bookseller to a table or counter on which were displayed
a huge pile of one special book with The Bodley Head
imprint, and being asked by the bookseller "what were
we going to do about it"—with the result, of course, that
the bookseller was relieved of surplus copies, only to
order lavishly again on the Chiefs next visit. But it
was a real pleasure to work for John Lane, to be ever so
humbly associated with him in the profession of Books.
Before the days of Book Societies, when no Newspapers
or bodies of people had the colossal effrontery to tell the
reading public which was the best book of the month
and to determine for the bookseller which should be
his best-seller, John Lane published many a best-seller
without such adventitious aid, and that cheery and
sincere word of congratulation that John Lane always
gave to his representative for honest effort was reward
indeed/
Heureux qui^ comme Ulysse^ a fait un beau voyage! If
that is true, John Lane was frequently happy, and never
so happy as when he was travelling in the West Country.
*I think*, writes Mr. J. A. D. Bridger, the famous book-
and print-seller of Penzance, 'John Lane always took
the West Country journey off his traveller's hands, and
a very leisurely trip he must have made of it. An early
stop with the Prideaux-Brunes of Place House, Padstow,
then by slow degrees he used to work down the country,
staying with his many friends en route. He would stop
at Hayle to see Dr. Harry Roberts, who at that time
was editing his 'Garden Handbooks', and also 'The
Country Handbooks'; the late Mr. Vivian of Hayle
was another friend, and so on to Penzance. Here he
always stayed at the Queen's Hotel I usually had
dinner with him one evening and he would come to my
place to tea and discuss his and other publishers' books-
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